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 There are several times in my life that I remember taking both baby-steps and big-old-long-legged strides in 
my journey toward growing as a Christian.  It was a huge step to walk down the aisle; it seemed an even bigger jump 
to set aside my own ambitions and accept that God was calling me to ministry.  Of course there were lots of other 
steps too: seminary, mission trips, trusting the urge to accept a call to a church, adopting disciplines in hopes of be-
coming more attentive to Jesus.  Every day we take steps.  In the end we hope we’ve taken more steps toward Christ 
than away, more strides in the direction of God’s will for our lives than steps down a different path. 
 Years ago, I took a small stride that has become in many ways a holy habit.  Listening to Larry Burkett on the 
radio, I became convinced that as a Christian I had a responsibility to handle my resources, in particular my money, in 
a way that was consistent with my faith.  As a pastor, I became acutely aware that the money I received from the 
church as salary was money first given to God as an offering.  It would be wrong then for me to mishandle the pay that 
I received because it was very much God’s money before it was mine.  How I spend what was first God’s is in every 
way a “test” of the integrity of my faith.  If I gamble with God’s money by spending it on lottery tickets I dishonor 
God’s gift of salary; is there anyone in the congregation who put their money in the offering plate so that the pastor 
could play his favorite numbers?  How I spend my income reflects what I believe about God’s provision.  How I 
spend my money is a testimony of my faith. 
 While I hope you agree that this is true for a pastor, I hope you also see that it is true for you as well.  All of 
our income and resources are God’s blessings.  How we manage our finances can honor God or dishonor our faith.  
Money management for the Christian is not only an act of fiscal responsibility; it is an important part of our growing 
in faith. 
 On Tuesday January 12th at 7:00 p.m. Pat Marshall will be introducing Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace Uni-
versity, a wonderful opportunity for those of you interested in both getting a handle on your personal finances as well 
as for those of you interested in learning how to be more faithful in your money management.  These are difficult fi-
nancial times.  We all need help in getting a grip on our spending and learning to trust God in our giving.  Please make 
plans to attend this informative introduction.  This program isn’t for everyone . . . but you won’t know if it is for you if 
you don’t take the steps to attend. 



Recent Activities 
Singing Christmas Tree 

Snyder Memorial in Fayetteville 
Dinner @ Hudson Bay Seafood 

 
JOY Group Luncheon 
And Christmas Party 

*************************** 
Upcoming Activities 

Tuesday, January 12th @ 11:30am 
JOY Group Luncheon 

Western Sizzlin 
Program:  Funny Recollections 

 
All JOY members are encouraged to attend  

and join in the fun and festivities.  
 

CONTACT FAYE BLEACHER @ 892-3903 
FOR INFORMATION ON ANY OF 

THESE EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Our Vitals 
2009 Weekly Budget:  $   7,625.29 
Rcvd.  11/22/09   $   6,313.65 
Rcvd.  11/29/09   $   6,686.55 
Rcvd.  12/06/09   $   9,967.85 
Rcvd.  12/13/09   $ 11,262.00 
Rcvd.  12/20/09   $ 10,660.07 
2009 YTD Variance       ($20,305.83) 

WMU News 
Next meeting Monday, Jan. 4th @ 10:30 am 

Program:  “Simplify Your Life” 
Out With the Old. . . In With the New 

Bring:  Toothpaste & Toothbrush 
****************************************** 

All ladies are invited to attend. If you are unsure 
what WMU is all about, don’t worry, we’ll tell you. 
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New beginnings are always exciting and 2010 will offer 
many opportunities to strengthen our relationship with God 
through service, fellowship and fun.   

Mark your calendar...you will not want to miss these: 
Upcoming Youth & Children’s Events 

¨ January 9  WINTER JAM 
   Crown Coliseum, Fayetteville 
¨ January 22-24 YOUTH SKI TRIP 
   Winterplace, Beckley, WVA 
¨ February 13 VALENTINE DINNER 
¨ February 28 FAMILY FUN DAY-RBC Center 

 
 

Join us for a thrill-filled, mind-blowing 
circus spectacular where family fun is no 
illusion! This event is open to ALL  FBC 
members and guests.  Tickets are about 
$10 depending on the number ordered. 

DEADLINE is 
January 6th. 

Sign up on the board at Jan’s office or contact 
her for more info. about any of these events. 

Jesse’s Notes 
 It seems like it was only yesterday that I was writ-
ing to invite you to join us for special worship services 
during the Advent and Christmas season.  Now it is time 
to say thank you for making our worship experiences dur-
ing the month of December so special.  We have truly 
celebrated the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Thank you 
to the families who assisted in lighting the Advent wreath 
candles each week, to all choir members, the decoration 
committee members, those who read parts and those of 
you who came to be a part of the service.  We could not 
have had a better Advent season.  Now it is my prayer that 
as we begin this new year together that we, as a church 
family, will continue to celebrate His birth throughout the 
year.  May we experience the hope, peace, love and joy 
that have been symbolized by the lighting of the Advent 
candles during another year of service for our Master. 
 On a more personal note, Sharon and I appreciate 
all of the cards and gifts that you gave us during the 
Christmas season. We are fortunate to have such a loving 
church family.  Again, thank you for all of your support 
during 2009 and we look forward to a new year of service 
with you at First Baptist Church.  It is our prayer that God 
will continue to bless our work together in 2010. 

Inclement Weather Policy 
In the case of inclement weather, 
please check for any cancellations 
or schedule changes on WRAL TV, 
WRAL.com, or WCKB 780 AM.  
Changes will be posted as soon as 
a decision has been made. 

 

 The pastor will be leading a two-week 
discussion on the book, Same Kind of 
Different As Me, by Ron Hall & Denver 
Moore, February 4th and 11th.  Begin 
reading and stay tuned for more details. 



Personnel 
Pastor     Dr. Len Keever, Jr. 
Music Min./Assoc. Pastor   Rev. Jesse Waugh 
Youth & Children’s Minister  Jan Jernigan 
Administrative Asst.   Angela Jones 
Organist     Mary Sue Godwin 
Custodian    Maria Wadzinski 
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Our Volunteers 
Jan. 3 Nursery:  Gary & Lesley Wood 
 Radio:      Kathy Mann 
Jan. 10 Nursery:  Neil & Elizabeth Emory  
 Radio:      Harvey Eldridge 
Jan. 17 Nursery:  Debbie Norris & Jo Ann Well 
 Radio:      Bob Jones 
Jan. 24 Nursery:  Janice Thomas & Kathy Blackmon 
        Radio:      Bo Jones 
Jan. 31 Nursery:  Terrill & Carla Brown 
 Radio:      Boyd Dixon 

 
Nursery Coordinator for January-Elizabeth Emory 

Children’s Church for January-Angela Jones 

On January 10th following the morning worship 
service, our newest members will be invited to 
attend a lunch and information session sponsored 
by the New Member Committee.  The purpose is 
to familiarize everyone with, not only the physi-
cal structure of the church, but also information 
about other areas such as, Sunday school classes, 
music ministry, missions, and Senior Adult and 
Youth & Children’s ministries.  Information will 
be sent out soon with more details.  If you are a 
new member (2009) and you do not receive a 
letter, please contact the church office to verify 
the contact information we have on file. 

If you have any items you would like to 
donate, please contact Ella Kelly or call 

the church office. 
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